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 Translator to the Reader. 


was greatly ſurpriſed at ſeeing about two 
Years ago, a Pamphlet publiſhed with an 
Air of Confidence and Truth, entitled the 
Caſe of Henry Roberts Eſqr. and that no Noti- 
ce was taken of it till about 12 Months ſince, 
when the Engliſh Nation was called upon by 
2 Profeſſor of Mecklin in a Factum publiſhed 
there, for an Enquiry into thoſe atrocious Vi- 
olations of the Laws of Nature and Nations ſet 
forth to the World. When we had long ex- 
pected a Refutation of thoſe heavy Charges, 
and a clear Vindication of thoſe high Courts 
of Equity and Juſtice, by whoſe power all 
thoſe flagrant Wrongs are ſaid to have been 
committed, our at length came an Anſwer by 
Edward Radchff Eſqr. in which one might ha- 
ve expected that full Defence ſo long wiſhed 
for: But therein we find nothing but high 
Encomiums on one ſide and Reflections on the 
unfortunate of whoſe ſpoils he confeſſes him- 
{elf a Sharer and boldly intimates thar the per- 
ſons in power who gave them the Poſſe/ron of 
Mr. Roberts Eftates, right or ⁊urong Till main- 
tain them in it, and plainly tells us Laufulſy 
er not no other anſwer / hall be given. _ 


Az Thus 


ee $5 385) 

Thus you ſec here is aPrecedent ſet fora moſt 
cruel Inquiſition firſt in England, next for our 
Island: A Method is chaulked out for all you 
Remainder men who think the poſſeſſors of 
Eſtates leſs wiſe and deſerving than yourſelves, 


or when old perſons live too long for you, to 


get the immediate Poſſeſſion. Procure two 
men to ſwear they think the perſon not 70 
have capacity, ſufficient to manage his or her Af- 
fairs (which may be ſworn of moſt men) a 
Commiſſion of Lunacy { hall be granted; then 
your clever Attourneys will knowhow to pack 
a Jury, who (being taught by Authority to 
equivocate with their Oaths) will ſay, God for- 
bid! we ſhould report Lamatick, but unſound 
Mind they will report, and that ſhall anſwer 


; all your Purpoſes as well. 


J do not ſee how it is poſſible for any Man 
to eſcape who ſhall be ſingled out for a Chaſe 
no fuller and better Evidence of Sanity and 
Capacity can be given than appears to be gi- 
ven by Mr. Roberts. The only Charge is, that 
he preferr'd a Siſter to an entire ſtranger, and 
that he ſettled a ſmall part of his Eſtate upon 


her and her Husband. If this be a Crime 


who can ſay he hath power over his own Pro- 
perty? 
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perty? - What a ſevere check is this upon all 
Liberality and Gratitude? I may deſtroy my- 
{elf, my beſt Friend's, and my Relations when 
1 intend to reward their ſervices, with a ſingle 
Acre of my Land, if I ſhould be ſo unhappy to 
have (PowerfulPerfons of either Sex, Rich, Old 
&c. in Remainder of me, able by) Promiſing lar- 
geLegacys to makelntereſt and thereby a ſtrong 
Party againſtme. My Friends by being defa- 
med, and renderd odious May be disabled from 
helping me; the World may be amuſed ſo as 
to look on and ſuffer me to be put out of the 
Protection of the Laws, and levelled with the 
Beaſts, and then ſold at a Market, I ſhall be de- 
iverd over to a ſett of men, hired to Wor- 
ry me with More Fierceneſs than à Pack of 
Blood-Hounds, and as little Merey. 


It ſeems to me that Charges of this high 
Nature that ſo nearly concern Property, in a 
Country boaſting of its Liberty, Goodneſs of 
its Laws and equitable Mildneſs of its Conſti- 
tution, demand an anſwer from the Partys ſo 
heavily accuſed, if indeed an anſwer or Vindi- 
cation could be made by them. But when I 
found that the Caſe had gone thro three Editions 
and the opinion of ſeveral Univerſirys had 

| A been 
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E 
been given Publickly upon it very disadyan- 
tagious to the Engliſh Nation, and that it 
was ſtill neglected and unanſwer'd and that 
Familys who have Eſtates are every where 
thereby juſtly made uneaſy, I determin'd to 
make a ftrickt ſearch into the Truth of all 
theſe Facts by examining the Orders of Chan- 
cery, the Minutes of the ſeverall hearings upon 
it, the Affidavids filed in the Offices, the Pro- 
ceedings and Tryalls at the King's Bench Bar 
and at Exeter; I have difcourfed Many Gent- 


lemen who were perſonally preſent, and re- 


mark'd all theſe Transactions in Town and 
Country, together with the incredible Sums 
of Money fpent in Charges of Law. Upon 
the whole I am bound to declare the follo- 
wing to be an honeſt, fair, and true Narrative 
throughout, and any Gentlemen who will be 
at the Pains of ſeeing theſe Authentick Vou- 
chers may with little trouble be as fully con- 
vinced. | 


I am induced to Publiſh this moſt compli- 
cated Caſe by no other Motive but a Love of 
Juſtice, and an Abhorrence of Villany , oi 
which here is a deeper ſeaſoning, all Circum- 


ſtances and Conſequences conſider'd, than in 
| any 


[71 


any Story of the Preſent or paſt Ages. Tam 


not an indifferent perſon when ſuch Calami- 
tys threaten my Country: Thereſore I made 
a further enquiry , by asking many Gentle- 
men of great honour and known Probity who 
made Oath of Mr. Roberts Sanity and Capaci- 
ry, (and why they were not believed is ama- 


| Jing) who all aſſured me they had converſed 


with Mr. Roberts often and knew him to have 
been a Modeſt, Sober, and rational Man; 


that they had ofren made Tryall of his Capa- 
city by ſeeing him write ſenſible Letters of 


Buſineſs in their Preſence and paſs Accounts 
regularly, and that he was moſt unjuſtly de- 


ſtroy' d. And what is well worth remarking 


thoſe Gentlemen who faw him under Conſine- 
ment at Canterbury when neither Friend nor 


Relation was ſufferd to fee him and all Arts 


were uſed to render him ridiculous, commend 


his decent and ſenſible Behaviour and Speak 


of him as a rational Man. 


It ts in the power of every Man to get the 


ſame Information from theſe Gentlemen now. 


living in publick Characters. I Was willing 
to hear what the adverſe Party and the Favou- 
rers of this Proſecution would fay to juſtify, 
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theſe Proceedings. Their general Reply to 


me was? Mr. Koberts was agreat Fool and Idi- 


ot; and the Proſecutor ought to have his F/tate. 
I aſked them if they Spoke this upon their 


a 


own knowledge of Mr. Roberts; they all an- 


ſwer me, they did not know him but are told fo. 


They will moſt Charitably believe the whris- 
pers of Attorneys, and ſuppoſe all the Gent- 
lemen, who ſwore to the Sanity of Mr. Roberts 
upon their own knowlede of him, perjured. 


I thought it my duty then, (tho a Native of 


another Island,) to give the Engliſh Nation 
from the French Factum in their own Langua- 
ge this Narrative to which I have confined 
myſelf; and do referr the Curious to the Fa- 
ctum itſelf and to the Caſe of Hen. Roberts 
Eſqr. 3d. Edition, where they'] find Comments 
upon the Proceedings, together with the po- 
wer antiently Veſted in the Roman Prætors 
and what the civil Law is with reſpect to Wills, 
Settlements and Curatorsſhips; and where 
they may alſo fee the Laws of Fngland before 
they expire and are loſt for ever. Dublin, Octo- 
ber 1748. 
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enry Roberts Eſqr. of Willden in the County 

© of Middleſex was born 1717 the Year follo- 
wing he loſt his Father Henry Roberts, who left this 
Henry his only Son, and one Daughter, who Was 
married 1733 to John Finney of Lyndridge in the 
CountyDevonDoQor in Divinity, The Anceſtors 
of Mr. Roberrs often repreſented the County, of 
| Middleſex in Parliament, and by the Mother he 
was lineally deſcended from Doctor Ridley, Bi- 
ſhop of London 1555. This young Gentleman 
was educated ſuitable to his Fortune. His bad 
Health and render Conſtitution admitted not the 
Exerciſes of publick Schools : Therefore pri- 
vate Tutors were hired to live in the houſe to 
inſtru him. The Charge of Mr. Roberts Per- 
. fon was very delicate, for had any of thoſe Acci- 
denrs intervened, which too often carry off 
young Men, Eſpecially thoſe of Weakly Conitis 
tutions, the World would have believed Dr. 
Finney not diſpleaſed at his Wifes coming ingo 
the poſſeſſion of ſo a large Fortune, but here Dr. 
Finney ſhewed himſelf to be a Conſcientious 
Man, and deſerving the Truſt repoſed in him, 
tor he doubled his Diligence and ir pleaſed God 
to bleſs his Care with Succeſs. Mr. Roberts at- 
tained the Age of 21 1 rs. From what hath 
been ſaid it appears that uſefull Learning ſuch as 
A 5 Alrith- 
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Arithmetick, knowledge of the French Tongue &c. 


was moſt proper for his tender Conſtitution, to 
be learnt by him with Pleaſure, and impaired not 
the Health as more laborious and ſeverer Studies 
muſt have done. 


When Mr. Roberts attained the Age of 21 Years 


he demanded, as it was reaſonable and lawfull for 


him todo, an Account from his Truſtees of the, 


Profitts of his Eſtate during his Minority, this 


was the Provocation, the pretended Source of all bis 
Mzisjortunes ! There had been a Misapplication 
of his Moneys and the thoughts of being forced 
to refund were grievous. Many Excuſes were 
pretended and many Arts were tried to diſeoura- 
ge and frighten Mr. Roberts, but to no purpole; 
for being tired with Delays he filed a Bill in 
Chancery againſt his Truſtees. 


Bur before we come to a Detail of rheir artifi- 
ces it is neceſſary to know the Proſecutors of 


Mr. Roberts in order to a full underſtanding of 


the motives of this Proſecution Commenced 


againſt him. 


Sr. Henry Bendyſh left by Will his Eſtates 
in the County's of Eflex, Cambridge, Suffolk and 


Elſe- 


T 1) 


Fiſewhere to his Couſin Henry Roberts Father 

of this unfortunate young Gentleman and ro the 

Heirs of his Body and for Default of ſuch to his 

| own Heirs General}, ſo that upon the Fxtindti- 
on of the Family of Roberts theſe Eſtates vall. 
40000 Pound Sterling were to deſcend to Mrs. 


| £$:rh Pyke as Heir General ro Sr. Henry Bendyſh. 
r This Mrs. Sarah Pyke during the Minority of 
4 young Mr. Roberts rook upon herſelf the Mana- | 
gement of hisEſtate in Barbados: And for that Rea- | 
rr | fon ſhe was made a Party in his Bill of Chancery. q 
n | 7 | 
d The other Proſecutor of Mr. Roberts was Sr. 4 
Is Stephen Anderſon whoſe Pretention to the Barba- 1 ] 
a- dos Eſtate, being no way related to the Family 1 | 
e; of Roberts, was founded on a Tavern Jeſt. For = i f 
in WU Mr. Roberts the Father made and Executed his 1 
Will in a Tavern, and by that his laſt Will and bi | 
| Teſtament he gave his Plantation in the Island of 14 
if- Parbados to his Son Henry Roberts and to the 1 
eirs of his Body, and for Default of ſuch, to ü 
his Daughter Catharine Roberts and the Heirs of | of 4 
her Body and for Default of ſuch in her, he en- if | 
tailed his Eſtate upon Jerva/e Cartwright Eiqr. ; 74 


and the Heirs of his Body and fo on, upon fix 
Perſons Suceeſſively, and Sr. Stephen Anderſons 
Father being then preſent got his Name inſerted 


at 


- OE „ — 
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1 


at the Cloſe. of the Settlement by Way of mirth 
over a Bottle of Wine by Mr. Roberts tho doing 


fo Serious an Act as making a Will, not belie- 
ving any advantage could poſſibly accrue thereby 


ro Sr. Stephen's Family : It was upon this lauda- 
ble Foundation that Sr. Stephen Anderſon pro- 
ceeded jointly with Mrs. Pyke, Without waiting 
for the Extinction of the Teſtators Family, to 
Rob the Son of his Lawfull Inheritanee, all the 


intermediate Perſons named in the Will being 
Dead without Iſſue. It was, not only Mrs, Sa- 


rah Pyke's unwillingneſs to account for the Pro- 


fitts of the Barbados Eitare that Embarraſſed, but 
her Eager Deſire to poſſeſs the Eſtates of Sr. Hen- 
ry Bendyſh: And beſide young Mr. Roberts had 


annulled the ſaid Settlement, his Father made of 


his Plantation in Barbados. 


As this Deed of Settlement was the only pre- 
rence made ule of for all the ill Treatment Mr. 
Robert's received, and was the fole Cauſe of all 
the abuſes Caſt upon Dr. Finney, it is Neceſſary to 
ſer forth what that Settlement was, eſpecially as 
Mr. Roberts never made any other Deed of Con- 


vevance or Settlement whatſoever of any of his 


Eſtates except this ſmall part, of it his Plantation 
in the Island of Barbados. Mr. Roberts did not 
know: 


rem 
men 


à Set 


induc 
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know, nor had he ever ſeen Sr. Steph. Anderſon 


whole Fathers Name he found ſo idly inſerted 


in the Settlement of his Plantation; and when 
he attained the Age of 21 Years he annulled this 


Settlement of his Father, and made the Deed of 


Settlement, which hath made ſo much noiſe and 
hath been ſo baſely Misrepreſented, the Serrle- 
ment which was made the Prerence for uſing Mr. 
Roberts with inexpreſſible Cruelty, for depri- 
ving him of all his Eſtates for condemning him 
to a Priſon for Life, and rendering him incapa- 
ble of Marrying; as likewiſe for ruining his Bro- 
ther Dr. Finney by the heavieſt Fines in Coſts, 
and Confiſcations for no Crime or Reaſon whar- 
ſoever but being named in this Settlement rho” ſo 


remotely that it was little more than a Compli- 
ment at the time the Settlement was made out of 


aSenſe of Gratitude to a Brother in Law ro whole 
tender care Mr. Roberts owed the Preſervation 
of his Life as was atteſted of him on every 
ide. The World muſt imagine ſome Circum- 
ſtances in this Settlement Villanously bad to me- 
ric ſuch ſeveritys, and probably will hardly be 


induced to believe it was made and executed in 


| the Manner following and no otherwiſe Viz. 
Mr. Roberts gave his Plantation to a Truſtee fir{t 
tor the ule of himſelf and the Heirs of his Body, 


and 
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and in caſe he ſhould dye without Children, then 
in Truſt and for the uſe of his only Siſter and her 


Children by Doctor Finney or any future Hus- 


band, and for Default of ſuch for the uſe of Dr. 


Finney. The much regarded and antient Advo- 


cate of Weſtminſter Hall Jahn Belſeld Eſqr. Ser- 


jeant at Law and Mr. Peter Gay, both men of | 
known Probity, have atteſted this Deed of Sert- 


lement and have ſubſoribed their Names as Wit 


nels to the Due execution of it by Mr. Roberts, 
and Mr. Roberts {poke of it as his Intention thro 


the whole Courle of his Life after. This Act ſo 
juſt and realonable was urged as a Proof of Mr. 
Roberts Weakneſs and Incapacity, and withour 
the {hadow or Pretence of any other Evidence 
againſt him whatloever. With this only the Proſe- 
cutors hunted Mr. Roberts Down: They had his 
Fortune in View and made it his Crime, that he 
preferd a Siſter and Brother in Law to entire 
ſtrangers. The Death of Mrs. Finn: eb. 16. 
1742 and of her child ſometime before inflamed 
their greedy Hopes of a ſpeedy Succeſſion ro Mr. 
Roberts Eſtates. That Mrs. Pyke would be ob- 
liged to account with Mr. Roberts for the Pro- 
firs of his Eſtate During his Minority and to re- 
fund the money was unavoidable. 


There- 


F 8 1 


Therefore they ſhifted their Battery; and 
the Term before the Merits of Mr. Roberts de- 
mand upon Mrs. Pyke was to be heard in Chan- 
cery, and the Cauſe enterd for a hearing being 
notified to her; ſhe in Conjunction with Sr. Ste- 

: phen Anderſon applied to Lord Chancellor for 
" B aCommiſſion of Lunacy againſt Mr. Roberts upon 
- BB =# ſuggeſtion that he had not Capacity ſufficient to 
- | manage his Afairs. 


85 

© Upon their Petition a Commiſſion iſſued fron, Fx 
che Court againſt Mr. Roberts June 4th 1743 Com- T9 
r. miſſioners were appointed, Who cited Mr. Ro- 44 
ut berts to appcar before them in the Caſtle of Exe- 

ce ter on the 29th day of Auguſt 1743 The She- 

le- rif returned 24 Men to ſerve as Jurymen, of 

11s whom 21 appeared, and took the Cuſtomary Oath. 

he Excuſe me for ſaying the Names of ſome of theſe Ju- 7 
ire men may be found recorded to that famous Ver- 1 


16. dict in the Cauſe of Bennet and Bayly; and ſome of 
hem had been ſeverely rebuked by Lord Chancellor 
1albot, The Proſecutors knew well how to 
play their Game, they employd Mr. Gooftrey who 
went into Devonſhire to direct the Proſecution. 
Very large ſums of Money were ſent thither 
and twelve Attorneys were hired to Act under WM 
Mr. Gooſtrey. Theſe Men were diſperſed aud 1 


[ \ 
; 1 078 
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gere- ſent 
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vants in the ſtrongeſt Terms in favour of Mr. 


prevent a Commiſſion _ from rhe Court 


En ] 
ſent thro the County with their ſeveral Clarks to 
misrepreſent Mr. Roberts, but chiefly to defame , 
and blacken the Character of Dr. Finney, there- 4 
by to work up the Paſſions of the envious and 
Malicious to favour and help on their deſigus 
perſwading them to think it the Cauſe of Dr. 
Finney, and nor of Mr. Roberts. 


But the moſt important ſervice done em was 
by one Jeffery, whom we ſhall preſently {ee 
acting a moſt vile part in this horrid Tragedy; 
Therefore it is neceſſary to tell who and what 


he is. | | FF 7 
. | ho 

Bartholomew Jeffery Eſqr. of Exeter had for a ame 

e ( 


long ſpace of time been Mr. Roberts Council, in Ne 
whom he confided, and had rewarded him with WW 45 
handſome Fees as a Lawyer occaſionally when 
he wanted Advice in his Affairs. This Mr. Jeffe- 
ry worded and penned many Affidavids of the 
Sportſmen of the Country Tradeſmen and Ser- 


Roberts underſtanding and Capacity (which Affi. 
davids are filed in the Office of Chancery) to 


againſt him. 


When 


hen 


bis Trouble in perming the Afidavits in your fa 
be, We ſhall accept of the much more advantags 
fer, made us by the Proſecutors. 


1-2 ] 


* When the Commiſſion was granted, Mr. Jeffes 

y artfully prevailed upon Mr. Roberts to name 
J im a Commiſſioner: and what is moſt execrabls; 
ho ſooner was this ſame Jeffery veſted with this 
power but it appeared he had ſecretly held a Cor 
feſpondanee with Gooſtrey and was in their Plot 
Ngainſt Mr. Roberts and an ardent promoter of 
pe wicked Proceedings. 


The true Cauſe of Mr. Roberta being thus as 


erred 1 is worth notice. 


8 
o 


John Ley of Exeter, the attorney employed; 


ho had in his Cuſtody Mr. Roberts Papers &. 


ame to him a few days. before the opening of 
he Commiſſion and ſaid tohim, the adverſe Park 
y diſtribute great ſums of monty and give large 
ces, unleſs Sr. you will give me forty Guinc as fo 


Py Service and attendance on the Commiſſion, as likes 


„ie 4 Fee for Conijtllor Feffery in confideration 


Mr. Roberts 


vas adviſed by his Friends in this diſtreſs to com- 
ly and to give them their demand; which he 
lid with great Relutance, not then ſuſpeCing 
ncir wicked Intention to betray him, for one 
| 2 un 
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was become his Commiſſioner and Judge, the“ 
other had in his hands all his Papers. And the « ; 
Populace ſeemed to be unaceountably prejudiced « } 
againſt him, that he knew not where to apply. « | 
Now lett us ſee how Mr. Roberts was ſerved by © - 
__ 8 en for his „ . 

The day a Commit on was N and be 1578 
fore the Jury were aſſembled, Ley mer Thom: | FI 
Balle Elqr. of Maimhead in a Street of Exeter and, 
ſays to him, Sr. you arc come hither to give H © ® 
dence for Mr. Roberts, but you can do him no Ser. is. 
vice, "the. Furymen I know are determined to give af 8 
Verdict againſt him, aud you will only. expoſe you « 
elf 20. Injigrs, Theſe words ſpoke by a Perſonſf © *! 
known to be Attorney for Mr. Roberts made 1 
ſtrong. Impreſſion upon Mr. Balle, and he there 
upon returned to his houſe in the Country. We 
come now to the Commiſſion it ſelf. The Com. 
miſſioners were Thomas Gerrard Eſqr. Bart hol. 
mew Feffery Lſqr. nd Sammle 1 bn a Sollicitor it 


Mr. Thomas Gerrard opened the Commiſion 
With an elaborare Sporch and told rhe Jury. 


« That indeed the 1 * England confined 
their 


the] 
the 1 
o extend the Laws and that they were toenquire, 
« wether Ms. Roberts underſtanding Was ade. 
, « quate to his Fortune, and if he could be. impo- 

* {ed upon in the magnagement thereof, adding 
; « that a Man may have ſenſe Enough. to Mana- 
| © ge 300 Lib, per An. tho' not 3000 and that the 
jury were at Liberty by all Methods to try the 
; * extent of his Capacity; beſides without taking 
* notice of Lunacy or Fdiocy, they might find 
„ him of Unſound Mind, which being a Term of 
great Latitude, would ſave their Conſciences as 
to che Oath, and the Court would conſtrue 
that to be Lunacy; and that they had full Lir 


iced 


ply. 
L by 


1 be. 
Wit 
and 
Eui. 
Ser. 


ide 4 
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k 9 I 
their Inquiry to Lioc or Lunacy, but that now 
« for wile and good purpoſes it was thought fir 


« cenfe to AR as they pleaſed. 


It was at 9 Clock in the Morning Auguſt 


zoth 1743 that Mr. Roberts appeared before a Tri- 


bunall ſo well inſtructed and prepared to con- 
demn him. Mr. Jeffery ſitting on the Bench 
with Mr. Gerrard and John, began to interrogate 
Mr. Roberts; ' he queſtioned him at firſt with 
an affected air of Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, 
bur the Maſk was ſoon thrown of; he was 
quickly ſeen encouraging and joining Mr. 


Gerracd in his Scoffs and Inſults upon Mr. 
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Mr. Jeffery well knew Mr. Roberts wis : ;, 


His. Plantation, his Sugars, and the Produce 6 


his Poekett Book to help his Memory, Mr. Ger: 


19 
Roberts au all Gentlemen who offerd to "depo 4 
n his Favoun : Cl 


* 


hi 


young Gentleman of tender Conſtitution and 
weak Nerves, and that Fatigue and the Hurry o: 

4 Court would ſoon ſink his Spirits. This Ad. w. 
vantage the Proſecutors got by Counſellor Jeffe. g 
ry's Acquaintance with Mr. Roberts; for being che 
ſet up on 25 to the View of many Hundred tio. 
SpeQtarors, in a very little time their uſag: 15 
made Mr. Roberts appear as a Perſon lifeleſs and 
dead, and when they had reduced him to that {ad | beo 
and deplorable condition, they held him faſt hen 
expoſed in open Court full fix hours. The me , 
thods uſed to confound him were firſt by Putting of 
him captious and inſnaring Queſtions relating u adja 
ted 
| of tl 


with 


that Eſtate, whereapon Mr. Roberts taking out 


treat 
thei 


zard by his Banters obliged him ro lay it aſide 
This was the ſignal for the Proſecutors (att! 
the Example of the Commiſſioners) their Cout! 


cell and their Attorneys to fall upon the young A 
Gentleman likewiſe, which they did by bawling nine 

out aloud obſerve the Fool, look at the Fool, ſee hod eſeap 
mich like a Fool he looks, When Queſtions wer whic 


poſe 


vas 1 
And 
ry of 
Ad. 
ſeffe. 
being 
\dred 
uſage 
S and 
it fad 
there 
me. 
itting 
ng to 
ee ol 
9 out 
Ger- 
aſide 
(after 


Joule 


oung 
linz 
e hoh 


were 


[ 21 1 


, alked him by any of the Jury, the Attorneys 
| Clerks, and the Proſecutors ſervants placed near 
Þ him cried out, be wont anſiuer, he cant anſwer, 


be cant Speak for himſelf. 


Whar A frightfull Scene of Cruelty was here? 
| What horrible Treatment was this of a Genrle- 
| man, infirm in his body? to be foreed to endure” 
| theſe inhuman Inſults full fix hours as men- 
tioned before. 


Mr. Roberts as long as he was able ro ſpeak; 
beg d ro be releaſed, he complained of being ve- 
| ry fick; but Mr. Gerrard told the Jury it was 
i Artifice to eſcape out of their hands. At three 
| of the Clock in the afternoon the Commiſſioners 


achourned their Court; But Mr. Roberts was ſei- 
zed by Mr. Jeffery, and Samuell John and fome 


of the Jurymen, and by them drag'd to a Tavern 


without giving him a Moment's reſpite; Ne en- 
treaties no Tears of Mr. Roberts could move 
their compaſſion. 


After Some hours (about 7 Clock in the Eve- 


ning) Mr. Roberts found an opportunity, and 
elcaped from the Tavern, got inte his Coach, 
which waited for him at the Tavern door and 
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drove away, but he was quickly perſued by Mr. 


Jeffery, Mr. Samuel John and ſome Jurymen, 


who Stopt his Coach, draged him out, and traj. 


led him back with a great Mob at their Heels 
the length of a whole Street, to the Tavern, there 
from a Chamber they carried him into a Bal. 
cony, and expoſed him to the Populace with his 
Wig turned, and Wine thrown in his Face. Such 
terrible ſufferings would have broke the beſt 
Spirits and ſtrongeſt Conſtitution, and yet this 
cruel Farce was repeated Three days ſucceſſively, 
till Mr. Roberts was ſeiſed with a Feavor, the Vio- 
lence of which had near ended his Life. The 


Phyſicians thought proper to advertiſe the Com- 


miſſioners and Jurymen of his danger &c. All 
theſe Facts are ſworn by Gentlemen of un. 
blemiſhed Characters, of unqueſtionable Honour, 
upon their own View and knowledge of theſe 
transactions; and their Affidavits are filed in the 
Chancery Office. 


Lou may wonder that the People in general 
ſhould be ſo incenſed againſt Mr. Roberts, and 
how they could be induced to favour ſuch ba- 
barous Proceedings. The Myſtery of this Iu 
quity muſt be explained. 


"The 


1 


The low Attorneys, and petty: fogging Praftis 


cers of Law are in all Parts of Europe the Peft 
and Plague of Mankind: But much more fo in 


{ome Counties in England, where there are very 
great numbers of em ſtarving one another and 
as hungry as Wolves. Theſe often aſſociate, and 
become underattors, to carry à great and profi- 


table Cauſe. 7 


1 


The Proſecutors of Mr. Roberts gave Profuſely 


very large ſums of money. Mr. Gooſtrey had 
engaged hundreds of theſe Gentry, who were 
| employed (and acted with uncommon diligence) 


to prejudice all ranks of men in all Parts of the 


| County againſt Mr. Roberts. They repreſented 
Mr. Roberts as the greateſt of Idiots; and Dr. 
| Finney as having got conveyances from him of 


all his Eſtates and that he cheated him of vaſt 
ſums of Money, that the Dr. thereby was become 
2 proud Parſon and ought ro be humbled); 
That the Proſecutors were Mr. Roberts Relations 
and ought to have his Eſtates.” Incredible Im- 
preſſions were made upon all Sorts of People by 
thcie and the like evil and falſe ſuggeſtions, and 
upon men whoſe Education and 'experience 
ſhould have guarded'em againſt ſuch Impoſiti tions, 
and Prevented their being made the Tools of 
B 4 other 
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was eloſed, and the Jury gave a Verdict viz. Henry 


1 


ether mens Profit and Paſſions; for not one M 


of em knew Mr. Roberts or Dr. Finney; And eve. an 
ry Perſon of all Ranks who did know'em, offe- Þ foi 
red their aſſiſtance by giving Evidence in their I all 
Favour. Money was privately given; and the D 
Populace thereby was ſo inflamed, that no Man, II. 
who was known to be a well wiſher to Mr. nei 


Roberts, durſt appear in the Streets of Exeter gin 


Many Gentlemen of Ditſtinftion particularly Dr. W He 


Holmes Dean of Exeter &c. were greatly infſul- WW the 


ted which Inſults ſo diſcouraged Thomas Balle WI 
Eſqr. their late Repreſentative in Parliament and Ro 
others that Mr. Roberts for that time ; loſt the Be . 
nefit of their Evidence. 


On the Saturday Sept. 3. 1743. the Commiſſion WM hee 


Roberts Eſqr. is a Perſon of unſound Mind and hath 
not enjoyned an Interval of Reaſon for 12 Tears, i. e. 
from the day his Siſter married. 


We are not to forgett the Arrogance of Mr, 
Thomas Gerrard; who not content with aſſu. | 
ming to himſelf the power of altering the Laws ny 
of England, and making new ones, Acted with sine 
the moſt open and ſcandalous Partiality; for he 2 Cc 
{ * abuſed thoſe worthy old Gentlemen ho 


Mr. 


Mr. Serjeant Belfield, Mr. Cove and Many others: 


and would not ſuffer them to give their Evidence 
for Mr. Roberts. Jeffery joined him in baffeling 
all Mr. Roberts Wittnefles with theſe Queſtions: 


Do you think My. Roberts may not be impoſed upont 


| I; be capable of managing his Affairs? All che wit- 
| nefles anſwer'd they believed him capable of Mana- 
ing bis Affairs with the ordinary and common 
| Helps: But they were told, that would not do, and 


their Evidence was rejected. And if the 


Wittnefles offered to give Evidence of Mr, 


Roberts Sanity: they were told that was not the 


Queſtion, 


Permit me here to make one Remark. It hath 
been ſaid that 12 Attorneys were employed in 
Devonſhire by the Proſecutors upon the firſt iſſu- 


| ing of this Commiſſion. Theſe Men are a ſort 


of Brokers, whoſe chief Buſſineſs is, to procure 


| Money upon Mortgages, and being thereby pri- 


vy to the Secrets of many neceſſitous Familys bear 


| an abſolute Sway and almoſt Command them; 


Eipecially the Extravagant part, ſo that too ma- 
ny may be truly ſaid to be incapable of manas 
ging their Affairs without Aſſiſtance, and ſhould 


2 Commiſſion iſſue againſt thoſe very Gentlemen, 


who condemned Mr. Roberts, we ſhould: fee 
B 5 Many 
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Many of em Arte perire ſua and much more de. 
ſervedly whip'd with their own Rod. 


Tt is not to be ſuppoſed that Mr. Roberts would 
ſubmitt to this ſentenee of the Jury: He preſen. 
ted a Petition to the Lord Chancellor complaining 
of his moſt injurious and eruell Treatment, and 


ſupported his Petition with a great Number of 


Affidavits. He appeared perſonally in the Court 
of Chaneery Nov. gth 1743. and ſubmitted to 
open and publick examination by the Chaneellor 
in Court. He produced his accounts of the neat 


Income of his Eſtates, and his annuall Expences, 


which ſhewed Oeconomy, and that he had faved 
Moneys out of the Income of his Eſtate. 


He complained of Mrs. Pyke the chief Proſe- 


eutor that ſ h had received very large ſums of 
Money from his Eſtate during his Minority and 


refuſed to Account; that he had not received 
one Shilling of the Profits of his Barbados Eſta- | 


tes, which was in her Hand unaccounted for 18 
Years. Hereupon the Lord Cancellor declared 
that had his underſtanding been known no Commiſſ 
on ſhould have iſſued, but that by the Forms ot 
Law he could not be otherwiſe relieved from che 
Verdict but by a Traverſe or Reviſion , which 
was accordingly granted him. Thus 
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de. This Reviſion or 'Praverſe was excellent and 

8 have ſaved hit Life but that he was forced 

again to experience the Mercy of Devonſhire Ju- 
uid | rymen. The remembrance of the former ill 
en. Treatment he received; and apprehenſions of the 
ing MW like again, threw Mr. Roberts into à violent Fea- 
and MW vor a ſecond time in which he was attended by 
of Doctor Mead and ot her 8 5 cians, as it appears by 
urt their Affidavits. | 


lor This Sickneſs of Mr. Roberts was a favourable 
eat Jncidenr to the Proſecutors: For Mr. Gooſtrey 
brought on the Tryal of the Traverfe March 
1744. at Exeter before Mr. Baron Reynolds, in 
| the Abſence of Mr. Roberts, the ſame Sherif, 
Polluxfen, who packed the firſt Jury acting again 
| then occaſionally, fo that Mr. Roberts Fears were 
but too well gromded. "Theſe Jurymen by their 
indecent Behaviour, and Speeches, publickly de- 

cared they would find him a Lunatick at all 
events. They were fo glaringly abandoned, thar 
Mr. Roberts Counſell threw up their Briefs, and re- 
tuſed to try the Cauſe before them; ſo there was 
no Defence made and the unfortunare young 
Mar was once more returned a Lunatick. 


Lou are not to imagine that the whole Coun- 
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ty of Devon had ſold themſelves to Gooftrey; no 


very many Gentlemen of the beſt Fortunes and 
Figure in the Country fecretly grieved and open. 
ly expreſſed their Indignation at theſe Partial and 
wicked Proceedings: Theſe Gentlemen made 
ſeverall Affidavits in Form and Sent them up to 


the Courts in Weſtminſter- Hall inf orming em that 


they believed it impoſſible that Mr. Roberts 
ſhould have a fair and impartiall Tryall by aDe: 
vonl hire Jury. For they had been Eye Wirt- 


_ nefles to the incredible Prejudices raiſed by the 


Proſecutors Army of Attorneys in that County; 
they knew every Gentlemans Name as upon. the 
former Jurys who ever had the leaſt acquain- 


tance with Mr. Roberts or any knowledge of him, 


would be ſtruck off the. Jury by Gooſtrey, and 


Gentlemen of Fortune would be indifferent and 


not attend, and that the lower Gentry, young 
Men and Thoſe moſt ſuſceptible of Prejudices, es 
fily fired and believing malicious Storys, would 
be left to compoſe the Jury, which according) 
happened. 


Upon full Proof of the Behaviour of this Jury 
by Affidavits, Mr. Roberts obtained the Benefit 
of another Tryal, but being cloyd with Forms 


ef Law he could never get clear of a Devonſbire 
Jury 


Corn 
Mr. 


Port 


Naz * 


med 
l; WHY 


Mr. 


Jury His Life and Fortunes were to be at their 
Diſcretion. This new Tryal was granted Mr. Ro- 
berts June 1744, and the day appointed for it 
was October 27th following. > Now all the for- 
mer Furymen tuin Solicitors againſt Mr. Roberts 
Intereſt and applications are made to theſe new 
Jurymen, with Induſtry equal to the Spirit of a 
party Election: A Pr aclice but too much uſed in 
that County. 


One ſhould have imagined that Mr. Roberts 
would have been allowed ſome ſmall Reſpite and 
time ro breath during thoſe few months; Bur 
that was nor the intention of the Proſecutors. 
They very well knew they had no Evidence 
| againſt him, and hoped by watching him for a 
pace of time to find in an unguarded Hour ſome 
What wherewith to charge him. 


They petitioned the Lord Chancellor for a 
Commiſſion extraordinary, to Viſit and examine 
. Roberts, to enter his Houſe, and inſpect his 
Perſon for thoſe four Months. This Extraordi- 
nan Commiſſion was granted, Four perſons na- 

d by the Proſecutors were appointed viz. Wit 
lam Swinburn Eſqr. of Grays Inn, Mr. Selwin, 
Mr. PEO gas and Mr, Fowler an Apothe- 

car y 
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1 
cary of Newgate Markett ;-to them were aſlociz- 
rEd four Gentlemen named by Mr. Roberts viz, 


Dr. Beareroft Preacher of the Charrer-houſe and 
Chaplain to the King, Slingaty Bethell Eſqr. Mem- 


ber in Parliament for the City of London. Mr. 
Heuder ſou Receiver of the firſt fruits and tenths, 
and Mr. Thomas Lian. 


At the firſt Viſit theſe Eight Gentlemen paid 
Mr. Roberts, it appeared how neceſſary the Pre. 


caution was of adding the laſt four Gentlemen 


to the firſt four named by the Proſecutors. For 
Mr. Swinburn attak d Mr., Roberts without Ce. 


remony in a harſh Tone, and with great Haugh: | 


tines, as if he had been appointed to examine! 


Criminal. The other Gentlemen who knew Mr. 


Roberts diſpoſition, his Modeſty, and tender 


Spirits entreated Mr. Swinburn to uſe him with 
mildneſs, and to forbear his inſnaring Queſtions 
and-to ſuffer Mr. Roberts ro Convince'em that 


he was capable of converſing rationally. But 


this did not anſwer Mr. Swinburns Intentions, 


He prerended he was interrupted, and faid Mr. 


Roberts had learud to give ready an wert to Cut. 
ſtions by the Signs and Winks of others; and bel 
des there was preſent in the Room a Notary who 
took minutes of what paſſed, which not being 

7 1 
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TR) 
to his Gout he would not allow. Mr. Roberts 
Friends thought this Precaution alſo neceſſary 


to bind them to the Truch, and chat they were 


not miſtaken will preſently be ſeen. 


The day after this Viſit Mr. Swinburn and 
towler made an Affidavit ſtuffed with Complaints 
ot. their being interrupted, and other ſtrange 
things, bur this Complaint to the Chancellor upon 


their Oaths, was in every Article contradicted by 


the Oaths of Mr. Bethel, Mr. Henderſon and Mr. 


S 1ryan the day following. See Petey Bag: Office. 


About this time an Incident alarmed the Profe- 
eutors, for already they had deyoured the For- 


tune of Mr. Roberts in Imagination. We before 
mentioned that Mr. Roberts Attorney, John Ley 


ot Exeter, had Mr. Roberts Letters and Papers 
in his hands, this Man ſold theſe Papers to Goo- 
ey.  Amonglt the Letters was found one inti- 
mating his Intention to Marry. This Letter was 
exhibited in the Court, and thereupon the Lord 
Chancellor made an oder that Mr. Roberts ſhould 
wt Marry. By what Law was this done? and 
more Queſtions of like Nature might be aſked: 
but { haften to divert the Reader with the Man- 


ner of Mr. Roberts Examination, with a genuine 
- Spe: 
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Scarborough to ſee pretty Ladies. 


L i 3} 


Specimen of ſome pleaſant Queſtions put to him 
by his ingenious Examiners and his anſwers to 
thoſe Queſtions, as recorded upon Oath, upon 
this very extraordinary Commiſſion , from June 
1744, to the 26 of ehe, 1 


Mr. ad ſaid to My. Roberts : 
told me you intended to go this ſummer to Scar 
borough. Why dont you go? 

N.. Roberts. I did intend it Sir, but I have 
ho money. All my Money is ſpent in Law. 

Mr. Swinbury. Lou fay you love Country-di- 
verſions. When you are in the Country how do 


you divert your ſelf? 

Mr. Roberts, I hoot * n & ſet Partrid- 
ges. 

Mr. Svinkurs, What bun you do at Scar- 
borough? there are no Partridges. 

Mr. Roberts. There may be no Partridge 
bur there are fine Ladies, and in my Opinion 
they are the prettieſt Partridges. 

Mr. Swinburn. You ſay then you'll go 00 
Pray are there 


Sir, you 


no pretty Ladies here in London. 
Mr. Roberts. Yes, a great many. 
Mr. Swinburn. Come Sir, who d'ye like bel 
Mr. Roberts. I like the L- d Ch- lor's Daugi 


H 
out 
coun 
M 
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Plant 
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him - Mr. Swinbarn. © You like my L-d Ch--lor's 
rs ro © Daughter, ſhe's a jolly Girl, wharwou'd you 6s 
with her. | 

Mr. Roberts, 1 wowd' e 

Mr. Swinburn. From Doncaſter 8 to Ferry 
Bridge was ten miles, but now there are fiſteen 
mile-Poſts ſet up, Is it not further now than be- 
fore? To theſe and many Other like Oreftions, Mr. 
Roberts laughing gave pertinent Anſwers. 

Mr. Swinburn, Pray take three Shillings out 
of a Guinea, how much change muſt you have? 

Mr. Roberts. Eighteen [ hillings. 

Here Mr. Swinburn and Mr. Newport threw 
our money of different Coin, which Mr. Roberts 
counted and computed exactly and true. 

Mr. Geo. Newport. Let me now afk a Que- 
lion, Pray how many Pots of Sugar did your 
plantation in Barbadoes yield you laſt year? 
Mi. Roberts. I have forgot. I cannqt tell. 
Mr. Newport. Pray how many Pots of Sugar 
v0 to fill a hogſhead? 

20 0 My, Roberts. I can't tell. 
there Mr. Nemport. Is this man capable of mana- 
ring his affairs? It's plain he may be impoſed 
won, and my L-d Ch--lor faid if a man could 
belle impoſed upon, he was an Object of the Care 
aug Mo! the Court of Chancery. | | 
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My Gurgeln Bethel. T have a Sugar Plantation 
my ſelf, and cannot anſwer theſe queſtions, and 


will the Lord Ch-r order a Commiſſi ion againſt me? 
Mr. Tho. Tryan. Pray Sir, ſuppoſe the Spa iſſ| « 


niards ſhould take your Sugars, what would vou 


do then? | | ER... 
Mr. Roberts. I inſure my Sugars. . Wc: 
Mr. Tryan. What do you pay for Inſurance i « } 
Mr. Roberts. I leave that to my Merchant rep 
Mr. Edwin Somers. | 115 
Here the Gentlemen ſaid, There's much Tak «7 
about Mr. Roberts writing Letters only from 7h 
Copies. Pray now write him Letters your fe. © | 
ves, and ſee his anſwers. Mr. Roberts, You wil WM 5% 


I know write anſwers to their Letters. 0 
Mr. Roberts. I will. I can write my own 
Letters. 0 


Mr. Swinburn, Mr. Mn Mr. Selwyn aul his 
Mr. Fowler declared they wou'd make no lach of Io 
Tryal of him. Ip {wo: 

Some Queſtions were then put to Mr. Robert «10 
about the Settlement he made of his Plantation the; 
upon his Sifter and Brother in Law, wereupon they 
he gave his reaſons for making' that Settlement 
and told them he did it of Regard to his Siſtet 
and ſaid ar the ſame time very hard Things of th 
Proſecutors. 
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At rhe laſt viſit Dr. Bearcroft ſaid: * Gentle- 
men, as We are to give our Evidence upon 
© Oath. in a Court of Juſtice, I hope our Senti- 
« ments concerning Mr. Roberts are the ſame: 
* You ſee he knows the value of money: He 
' underſtands Arithmetick, and has given you 


n 


* 


* 


wy 


| © ſenſible Anſwers to your Queſtions, and ſnre- 


« ly he is not Lunatick. „ To which Mr. Selwin 

replied, 't is true; God forbid we ſhould affirm 

him Lunarick. But Mr. Swinburn ſaid: © he 5s 

* not capable of managing his large fortune. ,, 

The Queſtion was then aſked, © by what Law 
pill you deprive him of it? „ To this Mr. 

Swinburn replied, © 7 middle may will be found 
out to do his buſineſs to morrAt. „ 


On the wk 8br. Mr. Roberts was brought to 
his Trial in Weſtminſter-Hall, where Witneſſes 
of low degree were called and examined, who 
ſwore they had ſeen him ſhoot with a bow and 
row, and that when he was about 13 Years old, 
they had feen him blow feathers; others ſwore 
they had feen him'toſs up his hat, and catch it 
with his hands, and that he uſed to kick about 
pebble-ſtones. 


| Doin Lynches Siſter Mrs. Fox ſwore to ſome 
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trifling Action when he was about 14 Years old, 
but Mr. Roberts got up, and acculed her of Per- 
jury in open Courts Whereupon the Chief Ju- 
ſtice ſaid to Mr. Roberts: Sr. this is a heavy 
Charge, pray define Perjury and tell me what 
you underitand by Perjury. Mr. Roberts there- 
upon explained his Notion of Perjury ſenſibly 
and clearly and Mrs. Fox was turned our of the 
Court. Upon which Sr. William Morrice the 
Foreman of the Jury, ſaid to Mr. Roberts's: At. 
turney, Pierce, keep out of his fight, we have 
been told, he knows how ro make . Re- 
marks by mw and winks. 


Theſe Words deſerve Notice. Pertinent , ready 
and ſenſible Anſwers to Queſtions ſudden and 
unexpetted could not be given by an Idiot, there 
fore they ſuggeſted and would have it ſuppo- 
ſed that Mr. Roberts had been taught by his 
Friends to comprehend their Thoughts by Sign 
and by the Winks of their Eyes, and ſo they 
would deny a Man the uſe of his Reafon and ye 
allow him moſt uncommon ſagacity. 


It might have been very happy for Sy. Will 
Morrice had he been bleſſed with this Sag 
himſelf. It might have ſaved his Honoun | 
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might have ſaved the Life of his beautifull Lady, 
who ought not to have been treated with Jdif- 
ference and drove to a miſerable End: It might pro- 
bably have been uſefull to him on many impor- 
tant Occaſions of his Life, which we haue te tell 
im. ne 


Such Abfurdirys and Contradiftions were ad- 
mitted in this Farce, that all impartial Beholders 
thought Mr. Roberts in his Senſes; Whatſoever 
their Opinion was of his Tryers. Mr. Polluxfen 
{wore that being Sherif on the Commiſſion, he 
had examined Mr. Roberts with the Jury and had 
then aſked him, where the Soul goes when ſeperated 
rom the Body? and that Mr. Roberts could not 
tell him, whereupon he thought him à Fool. 


- 


Several of the former Jurymen who had afked 


| Mr. Roberrs, by way of examining him, who was 


ad un Father, and who Eves Mother, depoſed they 
nought him a Weak and Silly young Man. All 
ole who gave Evidence againſt Mr. Roberts 
were alked: if they thought Mr. Roberts a Luna- 
li or had ever obſerved any Symptom's of Lunacy 
They all anſwered: God forbid they 
lhould affirm any ſuch thing of him. Here you 


1 
1 him. 


have the full and whole Evidence that was ever 


given 
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L 8] 
given againſt Mr, Roberts upon the ſtricteſt Exa- 
mination of his Life, conduct and Actions. 


When the Counſel withdrew to their Dinners 
about 3 0 Clock in the- Aflernoon, and whilſt the 


Jurymen were eating in Court, ſome certain 


Agents of the Proſecutors well known were 
overheard to tell ſome of the Jurymen he be- 
haves too well in Court take him out, take him out, 
D | or we {hall have no Verdict. 


" 


About 7 o Clock theJurymen inſiſted upon Exa- 
mining Mr. Roberts in private, and were oppo- 
ſed by Mr. Roberts Counſel: Bur the Chief. ju. 
ſtice got up and defired Mr. Roberts to go out 
with the Jury. Here the ſuppoſed Idiot or Luna: 
tick beg to be excuſed alledgiug the former ill uſagt 


Chief Juſtice told him the Jury were Men of 
Honour; And would behave rowards him 4s 
ſuch; to which Mr. Roberts replied, if one , 


Which the Judges refuſed. Mr. Roberts was for- 
ced out of Court by the Jurymen: His ſpirits 


vate Room upon Prerence of examining him. 


he .had met with from Furymen at Exeter. The | 


your Lordſ hips will go out with me I conſent to g 


The 


we 
Xd- 


The 


1 of 
1 25 


1e of 


0 20. 


for- 


irits 
1 he 
pri | 


191 


The ſurymen were ſhut up with Mr. Roberts 
about half an hour and returning to the Court 
were af ked Lunatick or not. Lunatick. The Fore- 
man of the Jury replied he is neither Lunatick 
nor Idiot, and this was unanimouſ 15 laid by all 
and every Juryman. 


| But this Verdif being verbal and not delivered 
in writing, the Clerk of the Crown, Mr. Maſter- 


man (who was. retained Notwithſtanding by 
Gooſtrey and adted as Clerk in Court for the Pro- 
ſecutors) ſaid to the Jury: T fuppoſe Gentlemen 
you intend to confirm the former Verdict. Is Mr. 
Roberts capable of Managing his Affairs? | 


The Jury then aſked the Court: What it was 


they were to try? 

The Chief - Juſtice replied to them: By the 
Order, of My Lord Chancellor You are to try 1 
Capacity of Mr. Roberts. 


Obſerve, they had been Examining Witnels's 
and hearing Counſel from nine of the Clock in 
tie Morning OQobr. 27. to three of the Clock 
© next Morning and none of them knew 


© Point they were trying or ad 2 were 
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| _ : Being ordered to ſteer without the Compaſt of 

; Law, they left, it in their Confuſion, to Mr. M4 | R 
Mt ; ſterman (all the Counſel being gone home to their 0 
11 beds) to dreſs up a Verdict to pleaſe the Proſecu n 
ö | | tors. Viz: that Henry Roberts Ear. is a Per ſon 01 
[ [18 of unſound Mind and Hath not .exjoy'd a Lucid Inten B 
1 val of Reaſon for 12 Years paſt. P. 


[ This Iniquity wears no disguiſe, we ſee in it MW b. 
1 elearly the crafty and wicked Influence of the MM tl: 
13418 Proſecutors of Mr. Roberts throughout. Why WY re 
| b 4 Was he to be reported a Lunatick for 12 Years MW w 
| 11 back, viz: from the Day of his Siſters Marriage, af 
14 i | but to invalidate any Act he might have done u MW . 
1 Favour of his Brother in Law? And again why, m 


* 1 
— "4 — — 
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but to give the Proſecutors content in another L. 
more important Point? . They had indeed been A 
favoured by the Chancellor with an Injundtion 
upon Mr. Roberts not to Marry, yet it was not 
impoſſible he might have been Married and have mi 
a Child, this Verdict muſt be ſo worded as to tn 
baſtardiſe any Child or Children he might have W O! 
had if before Married, as well as to prevent his W an; 
having a Child for the time to come: For , Lt 
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1 5 Act of Parliament made ſome few Years ago the Mar. de. 
1 riage of Lunatick's, is null and void. 

1 | : : 

i 

ö By 


þ of 
Ma- 
their 
fecw 
erfon 
nters 


in it 


the 


Why I 


\ ears 


lage, 


je 10 
Why, 
ther 
been 
tion 
3 not 
have 
as 10 
have 
t his 
V an 
Mar- 


By 


would not do neither. 
aſked, cant you ſay unſound? Unſound and 
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By the Report of the Jurymen themſelves Mr; 
Roberts was not within this A& of Parliament, 
tor they unanimouſly deelared Mr. Roberts to be 
neither Lunatick nor Idiot, and conſequently he 
ought to have been left ar Liberty to marry: 
But then how would this anſwer the Ends of the 
Profecutors and ſecure to them Mr. Roberts 
Eſtates? No! therefore the Jurymen were to 
be amuſed with a new Matter, and to be told 


they were to try Capacity; upon this the Jury 


report Mr. "Roberts to be a weak Man: Bur that 


weak is the ſame, Gentlemen, ſays Mr. Maſter- 
man, you may do his Buſineſs Effectually in 
Law, come, come, III put, him down of unſound 
Mind. | 


So Jurymen, who are ſworn to try, to exa- 
mine and to. inform the Chancellors Conſcience 


truly, are inveigledand artfully miſ lead from the 


Object of their enquiry, to petjure themſelves, 
2nd to report a Man to the Court of Chancery a 
Linatick, whom in the very fame Breath they 
declare to be neither Lamatick nor Idiot. ö 


After all Witneſſ's had been examined and the 
1 Counſel 


Then the Jury were 
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Counſel had done pleading and were retired, 


ought a new Matter , foreign to their Commis- 
fion, to be propoſed to the Jury whereupon to 


determine not only Mr. Roberts Liberty and 
Eſtate; but the Rights of other Perſon's fubmit- 


ted to their Determination on this Tryal? And 
who upon a Suppoſition that Mr. Roberts would 
have had a Legal Tryal, had conſented to be 
bound by this Verdi&. 


Upon a Suggeſtion of Lunacy the Lord Chan- 


cellor grants a Commiſſion againſt Mr. Roberts; 
the Truth of this Imputation was what the Court 


wanted preciſely to know; the Jury upon Exa- 
mination unanimouſly Acknowledge that Mr. 
Roberts is no Lunatich, and Notwithſtanding a 


Verdict is contrived and ſo worded to impoſe 


upon the Court of Chancery by repreſenting him 


a Lunatick without a lucid Interval for 12 Years, 


Ought a Verdict, ſo obtained, to remain valid in 
Law? Would nor all Proceeding's upon a Ver- 
dict avowedly falſe be annulled and made void 
by every Tribunal upon Earth as an unfit Prece- 
dent to be left upon Record. No civilifed Na- 
tion under Heaven would give Countenance 10 


apparent Violation and Breach of its Laws, and 
ſuffer the Fruits of abſurd and barefaced Perjury 
| 5 0 
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to remain a tempting Bait to invite Nore ſuck” 


Pr allicen 


Great Numbers of Gentlemen of well known 


Honour and Probity were then Attending in Weſt- 


minſter-Hall, ro give their Evidence in Favour 


of Mr. Roberts Sanity and Capacity upon their 
perſonal Knowledge of him and their long Ae- 
quaintance with him and to that very Day: But 
the Jurymen were too much heated to Regard 


any Evidence at all? Mr. Roberts Counſel Not- 


withſtanding infiſted upon Examining their wit- 
| nefs's, and accordingly Dr.. Mead, Dr. Nichols, 


Dr. Beareroft, Chaplain to the King, Dr. Regis, 
Chaplain to the King, Slingsby Bethel, 
Member in Parliament for the City of London , 
Mr. Tho. Tryan, Mr. Edwin Sommers, Mr. Ire- 
hand Merch'ts of London, Tho. Henderſon Esqr. 

ecciver of the Firſt Fruits and T enths, and four 
or five other Gentlemen were {worn and exami- 
ned, all theſe afore named Gentlemen depoſed 
that they well knew Mr. Roberts to be a ſober 
rational Man, that he had Underſtanding and Ca- 
bacity, and that they had made frequent Tryal's 
of him by putting him to write Letters, and to 
do other Acts of Buſineſs in their Preſence. Ma- 


ny other Gentlemen who were there preſent 


with 
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W | wich Intent alſo. to give the ſame Teſtimony of 


Mr. Roberts, ſeeing ſuch reſolute Partiality went 
off without giving their Evidence. 


A When the Verdict was pronounced 00 

Mr. Roberts by Mr. Maſterman , Clerk of the 

Crown, Sr. John Rogers and one other Juryman 
ſpoke with a loud Voice: He is not 4 Perſon af 
unſound Mind, He is not of unſound Mind; But Sr, 

William Morrice andthe other Jurymen cried out 
Confirm the Verdict, confirm the Verdift. - NB. It 
was then three o' Clock in the Morning. 


We muſt here again Mention ſome pargiculars 
of Counſellor Jeffery 8 Conduct. toward's Mr. 
Roberts. 


John Ley the Attorney of Exeter had the As 
ſurance, thinking Mr. Roberts ſo weak as not to 
remark his former Treachery to make him freſh 
Propoſals upon his ſecond Tryal at Exeter, which 
Mr. Roberts rejected. Upon this both Ley and 
Jeffery greatly exaſperated became Mr. Roberts 
open and avowed Enemies. They aſſociated 
themſelves with the Sheriff Polluxfen and travelled 


the County of Devon to inflame the Cquntry | 


againſt the unſortunate young Gentleman, they 
uſed 
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uſed all Endeavours to Influence and to Prejudice 
all Eſpecially thoſe who were to be on his Jury. 
And Jeffery took Fees from the Proſecutors and 
acted openly as their Counſel againſt a Client, who 
had truſted him with his Reputation and Fortune, 


and who had largely rewarded him with Fees. 


Let us recollect the Meaſures concerted and 
the Method's uſed to gain the third Sentence and 
Verdict againſt Mr. Rober ts. 

The firſt Verdict was given againſt him Auguſt 
1742. at Exeter. The ſcandalous Partialiry and 
Prevarication of the Commiſſioners and Jury ; 
and the Cruelry's exerciſed upon Mr, Roberts Per- 


ſon on this Commiſſion, gave him the Occaſton 


of Appearing perſonally in the Court of Chancery, 
when upon his Examination the Chancellor de- 
clared : That no Commiſſion ſ hould have iſſued againſt 
him had his Underſtanding been known ; and then 


granted him a Traverſe or Reviſion, but by a 


Devonſhire Jury. 


In March 1744. the Proſecutors took Advantage 
of Mr. Roberts Illneſs, and gor another Verdikt 
againſt him. | 


Upon 
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Upon Affidavits of the open Proſtitution of the 
Jurymen on this ſecond Tryal, a third Tryal wa; 
granted by the Court of Kings Bench. In Octobr. 
following, but he never Could get clear of 
Devonl hire Jury, and was hounted and followed 


by them till they finally condemned him. 


It 1s hardly to be expreſſed what Arts were 
uſed, how many Emiſſarys were employed, what 
Intereſt was made to the Jurymen, the Sums of 
Money disperſed, the many Lerters wrote ro the 
Jurymen, to gain this Verditt. 

The Contents of one of theſe Letters we will 
give the Publick. Mr. John Yard of Churſtor 
was named a Juryman. This good Man in his 
Cups was drawn into the Intrigue , afterward: 
he relented, but being eaſily ſeduced a Letter was 


{ent to him to acquaint him that unleſs he atter | 


ded upon the Jury the Proſecutors would loſe 
the Eſtates Ke. Mr. Yard upon receiving this 
Letter did {er our Poſt for London and arrived ut 


the Feathers Tavern in the Strand the Night be- 


fore the Tryal came on in Weſtminſter- Hall. 


At this T avern Mr. Yard found aſſembled the 


Jurymen, Mr. Polluxfen, the Proſecutors Attor- 
ney s, and Witnefs's concerting Meaſures how to 
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deſtroy their innocent Vickim the next Day. It 
was there reſolved to take Mr. Roberts out of 
the Court that the Reaſon's of their intended 
Verdict might not be known to the World. 

| 1 | 


This Cent paſſed upon Mr. Roberts the 
30 of Octobr. and Novembr. the 1. 1744. his 
Eſtate and all his Effects were leiſed by the 


Pr olecutor 8. 


The day following the Trial, Mr. Roberts wai- 
| ted. upon Dr. Mead, Dr. Monr oe, Dr. Nichols, and 


ther Gentlemen, who {aid ro him. © Sir, 
« when you was taken out of the Court of 


„ King's-bench, and was in private with the u- 


„ rymen, what Queſtions did they alk you? 
„How did they uſe you? „ To this Mr. Ro- 
b:yts replied: © They came around me and as- 
© ked their Queſtions together, without giving 
me time to anſwer. They aſked me what a 

Laub and what a Calf was called at one, two 
and three years old. They gave me a ſum 
of money to tell, which I milcounted ; & 


© then I heard them ſay, he is not capable of 


* managing his Affairs, We Will return him in- 


capable. 


Dr. 
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„„ 
Dr. Monroe ſaid to Mr. Roberts: © whilſt you 
< have your Liberty, and if you are not direUly 


« raken into Cuſtody, will you apply your ſelf 
e and be inſtrutted if a Mathematical Maſter 


« ſhould attend you? „ To this Mr. Robert, 
faid, it was what he deſired, and he was attended by 
a maſter who taught him to demonſtrate ſeveral 
Propoſitions in Euclid. Dr. Monroe farther deſi 
red Mr. Roberts to attend him and Mr. Markham 
twice a week, which he accordingly did, and at 


ſeveral times was put by them to write in their 
preſence Letters of Buſineſs, and Anſwers to Que- 
ſtions, &e. Which Papers of Mr. Roberts very 


ſenſibly wrote, are now in the cuſtody of Dr. 


Monroe and Mr. Markham, and likewiſe in the 
hands of Dr. Nichols and Dr. John Andrews, and 


other Gentlemen who made the like trial. 


We muſt add to theſe convincing and deciſive] 
Proots the Affidavits in ſupport of Mr. Robertss| 


Capacity, his modeſt, handſome and conſiſtent 


Behaviour in Company, made by Gentlemen of 
| Rank, both in Church and State, as well as by 


emminent Merchants of London, who had often 


transacted buſineſs with him, ſeen him write 
Letters, and pay and receive money, for which 
he gave proper Discharges, Several Maſters who 
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taught him Mathematicks, French, Muſick, Ae: ' 


compts &e. concurr'd in giving the fame Teſti- 


monys as well as his Tradeſmen. 


I have already Gaia that Mr. Roberrs Eſtates 
and Effects were all ſeiſed by Mrs. Pyke and Sr. 
Step. Anderſon in Virtue of the Verdict the day 
following his Tryal, Novembr. 1ſt 1744. Thele 
Engroſſers of his Patrimony had ſo little Huma- 
nity and Compaſſion, that they left him from 
that time the full ſpace of five Months, to be main- 


nined by the Charity of his Friends and Rela- 


tions or to ſtarve, for they never ſaw him, nor 
ſent to him, nor ſuffered him to receive one 


Shilling of his Money for his ſupport. 


They were not content with redneing a Man 
of his Family and Fortune to this deplorable Con- 


dition; but they eontrived to ſecure to themſelves 
his Perſon likewiſe, this was Effected by invi- 
ting the Dean of Canterbury, to petition the 
Court for the Cuſtody. 
o Mr. Roberts and long an avowed Enemy to 
his family. This Beneficer who never did 4 
Usintereſted act or thought ir a Virtue, and who 
by raking Advantage of an old Man deprived of 

D his 


A Man no way related 
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wt his ſenſes and by Intrigues , poſſeſſes Number. |} re 
N 1 les Church Livings, Hoſpitals, Sinecures, Pre- M 
|; 5 bends and Dignitys in the Church of various De- I} of 
UN, nominations, to the Yearly amount of many thou- me 
ſand pounds Sterling, was: a fit Perſon for this 5-7 
undertaking and for the furcher views of the | 
Proſecutors. As long as Mr. Roberts lived they 
> Bt did not think themſelves ſeure of the Poſſeflions, I bir 
| $£ | Mr. Dean ſerved them well. He employd the E 
| full Force of his Intereſt in oppoſition to all Mr. | 
Roberts Relations, who remonſtrated, and preſen- | 
red ten Petitions againſt him. See Pett. Bag Off. | Was 
Afidavits. | 
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| Mir. Roberts himſelf beg#'#ior” to be del: e 
vered over to that Mans diſcretion , as if by | 

a kind of Inſtin , he had foreſeen his miſcrabe A 
End. ., : * 
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35 Mr. Roberts thus deſpoiled of his Patrimony | fr 0 
| J went into the Court of Chancery, and threw * 
| by | himſelf at the Chancellors Feet, And entreated M 
by him earneſtly for 7ime to improve himſelf in W 
' 7 Buſineſs and the Knowledge of the World, and 
|. 9 to repair the opportunitys he had loſt by means V 


a ef his bad Health. He preſented to the Court Ib. 
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repeated Affidavits of Dr. Monroe, Dr. Nichols, 
Mr. Markham and of many other Gentlemen, 
of the Maſters who then inſtrutted him in Arith- 
metick, and the Mathematicks in favour of his 
Sanity and Capacity. 


The poor young Mans Requeſt was denied 
him, and the Lord Chancellor aſked why this 
Evidence had not been given at his Tryal? 


The Truth is, this Evidence and much more 
was given in the Kings-Bench at his Tryal, but 
the Jury had been too ſtrongly prejudiced, and 
came out of Devonſhire with. a determined Re- 


lolurion not to Iten. 


Mr. Roberts Petition at this time was not for 
his Eſtate or the Income of it, he only deſired 


his Liberty, to remain in London for the Bene- 


it of Inſtruftion from the ſeveral Maſters who 
tended him, and not to be delivered over to 
i Proſecutors, who waited only to diſpatch 


| 11 
In. 


Wa r. Dean Lynch obtained the Cuſtody of Mr. 
\oberts Perſon with an allowance from the Court 
$3 % of 
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of 400 per Annum without account and 30 Lib. 
Sterl. for Cloaths. 


Mr. Dean took ſome time upon this Succeſs of 
his Petition to treat firſt with one Man, and then 
with another, in order to make the Moſt Money of | 
this Guardianſhip, by a Transfer. So Mr. Roberts | 
was ſuffered to remain a few Weeks in London 
at Liberty, during which time Mr. Dean Wrote 


Mr. Roberts Letters and received his Anſwers and 
atted with him as a rational Man; and now hel 


had his Perſon ſure in his power, he forgot he 


had {worn that he believed him an Idiot. Thel. 
Letters of Mr. Dean are ſtill preſerved. 


Dr. Monroe, Mr. Markham and many other 
Gentlemen continued to receive Vihrs from Mr | 
Roberts and conſequently could not avoid heal 
ring his Complaints. They told him one Day 


if he would write My Lord Chaneellor a Letter 


they would take care ir ſhould be delivered. 


Accordingly he inſtantly wrote the following] 


Letter in their Preſence. 


Mr. Roberts Original Letter to the Lord] 
Chancellor, viz, | 
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„ 
My Lord. 


6 iT you knew, how I have been abuſed, and 

what I ſuffer, you would have compaſſion 
* for me. They have taken 'away my Eſtate, 
« and give me no money to keep myſelf and 
« ſervants. © What my relations and friends 
give me is all I live upon. I dont know Sr. 
« Spb Anderſon, or Mrs. Pe They ne- 
« yer come near me, I have been guilty of no 
« ii me. I have had bad health till lately, 
and have not applyed my ſelf to buſineſs or 
« been abroad in the world to be as wile as 
« ſome men are, but I do apply my ſelf, and 
have ſeveral maſters to reach me. I hope 
«your Lordſhip will give me time to im- 
prove my ſelf and not let Dean Lynch take 
« me away from my friends. If you give me 
« up to him, I ſhall not live three months, 
they have got my eſtate, and would rake 
% away my life to keep it, pray 1 Lord 
« have pity on 


D 


March 1745. 
HENRY ROBERTS; 


To the Lord Chancellor. 
| D 3 | Dr. 
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Dr. Monroe and Mr. Markham, made Oarh | 
that this Letter was wrote in their Preſence by | 


Mr. Roberts without any Aſſiſtance , previous 


Inſtruction or Intimation whatſoever, and have | 


arteſted it by ſubſcribing their names to the Ori- 


ginal Letter. 


Many other Afﬀidavits in favour of Mr. Ro- 
berts were at that time ready with Deſign to 
ſupport a Petition preſented by his Relations to | 
the Lord Chancellor for his Relief (the Month 
of March 1745 was now far advanced,) but this | 


Intention of theirs got air, and Mr. Dean Lynch, 


to whom the Cuſtody of Mr. Roberts was gran- | 
ted, ro defeat this Petition fent Mr. Gooſtrey 
with ſome of the Proſecutors Servants and ſeiſed 
Mr. Roberts Perſon and Conveyed him direltly | 


to Canterbury 26 of March 1745. Mr. Dean 
Lynch who had an allowance from rhe Court 


of more than faur hundred pounds a Year 


for Mr. Roberts Maintenance, (a ſmall Por- 
tion out of 3000 per Annum ) had bargained 
with one Mr. Lightenhouſe ro take Mr. Ro- 


berts and all expence and Trouble off his N 
hands for 70 per Annum, and to maintain him 


for that Sum. It was to the houſe of this 


honeſt 


— 


Oath 


/10us | 
have 


1 


honeſt Goaler that Gooſtrey . Mr. Ro- 
berts. 


Mr. Roberts Coach, horſes and Servants were 
all, taken from him: He begd that an old Ser- 
vant who had many Years attended his Perſon, 
might be with him bur this favour alſo was de- 
nied. - He was ſhut up in a ſmall cloſe room, 
two pair of ſtairs; and one Charles Hill a Fellow 
infamous was put to attend him, who never 
could ger a Character from Mr. Dillingham the 
Apothecary of Red-Lion-Square whom he had 
ſerved, or from any other Maſter with whom 
he had lived. Mr. Roberts's own ſervants ; 
proved for their Honeſty and Who loved 
their Maſter, were turned off, The Proſe- 
cutors knew Charles Hill was more fit for their 
deſignes. 


Mr. Roberts complained of this cruel Treat- 
ment, but to no purpoſe. Mr. Dean Lynches 
Apology was, It is Mrs. Pykes Order that Char- 


bes Hill and, no other ſervant ſ hall be with him. 


1 have great Expectations from ber and ym not 
diſoblige ber, 


D 4 Mr. 
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Mr. Roberts was ſtrictly guarded in his Nar- 
row Goal, yet he founds Means to convey 4 


Letter to his Relations full of bitter Complaints 1 


of ill uſage. But it war not in their power to | 
* him. 


If Mr. Roberts W of ill uſage, or 


Hill or Lightenhouſe were never abſent from | 


him at one time,) an Outcry was heard in the | 
ſtreet at Night and Mr. Roberts was ſeen with | 


Tears in his Eyes in the Morning; when he | 
ſpoke of the bad Wine and Coarſe Meat where | 
with he was ſerved and of the Scanty allowance | 
of it. The excuſe of Mr. Lightenhouſe was | 
I can afford: him no betten for the {mall Sum Ine: | 
ceive from Mr. Dean. 1 


Very many Perſons paid Mr. Roberts Viſits | 
under his confinement ; and it pleaſed God, that | 
they were ſuffer'd ſo to do. Their Curioſiy | 
led them to ſee and obſerve whether he was re- | 
ally diſtracted and Mad or not. Mr. R- erte | 
naturally of an affable and ſweet diſpoſition *'cei- 
ved all his Viſiters, I may fay, politch* for 


there was no Rudeneſs in his Behaviour r In- 
decency in his diſcourſe, and what moi ſur- 
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priſed' em all was, that he ſaid what was proper and 
well adapted to each Perſons Condition and Sta- 
tion; There are few in the Eaſtern parts of Kent 
of any Rank, who know not the Truth of this, 


and we are told they do the young Gentleman 


Juſtice, and in general ſpeak of his ſober, decent 
and ſenſible diſcourſe and behaviour; for all had 


accels to him, None but his Relations were 


excluded, 


His Relations wrote him a Letter to exhort him 
to Patience; and ro ſupport his Spirits; flattering! 
him with rhe hopes of Liberty, and a ſpeedy de- 
liverance. As his Words and Actions were be- 
come the general «Topick: of Diſcourſe in all 
Companys in and abour Canterbury; .and every 
body obſerved, as I ſaid before, his decent and 
ſenſible Behaviour at all times, it was hoped the 
Honeſty of {ome one or other might move him 
to do the poor young Gentleman Juſtice and 
help him to regain his Liberty and Eſtate and 
to continue his Family. | 


Tr is feared this Letter fell into the hands of 


the Proſecutors; for Mr. Gooſtrey made a jour- 


ney to Canterbury abour this time; and was ob- 
1 ſex ve 


— 


EF M3 
ſerved ſome days to be frequently in cloſe Con- 
ference with Charles Hill. Soon after Gooſtreys 
Departure, Mr. Roberts was ſeiſed with a Vio- 
lent Hickup, July 10, 1745. 
had any Symptome of this ſtrange Malady. 
The Phyſician Lynch Brother to the Dean was 
the only Perfon called; who without conſulting 
any other Phyſieian, preſeribed a Vomit; that 
nor ſucceeding he forced upon him a ſecond Vo- 


He never before 


mit, which quickly operated, and Convulſions 


and Death immediately enſued, Thus Died 
rhe laſt Heir of a very antient Family, greatly 
eſteemed for Many Generations. 


One Cireumſtance is very remarkable, the Day 
Mr. Roberts Died there happened Thunder and 
Lightening, which, they report, occaſioned his 
death; In more ſuperſtitious Ages this accident 
would have been looked upon as a Token of 
Divine Vengeance and a Mark of the Anger of 
Heaven againſt them, for their wieked Procee- 
dings; but I believe as Mr. Roberts had een 
Lightening, and heard Thunder for 28 Years, 
this Lightening of July 10, 1745 would not have 
proved Mortal to him without the help of the 
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 Poſtſeript by the Translator. 


| Upon the Deach of Mr. Roberts, Mrs. 
Sarah Pyke „ Mido. poſſeſſed herſelf of 
Mr. Roberts Eſſex, Cambridge and Sufjolt 
Hates value 40000 Pound Sterling, as Heir 
general to Sr. Henry Bendyſh. -—— See 
Caſe of Henry Roberts, Esqr. 3. Edit. and 
Factum of Malines. See Student of  Ley- 
dens Reply to Radcliff, See Anſwer to Rad- 
eliff by a Mercht of Rotterdam. 


See alſo Sr. Stephen Anderſons Tittle to 


Mr. Roberts Eſtate in Barbados, and by what 
Means he . that Eſtate. 


See by what Contrivance and Arts Mr. 
Dean of Canterbury, and others Poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the Eſtate in Kent held by Leaſe 


from the Arch - Biſhop upon the Death of 
Mr. Roberts, of conſiderable Value.“ 
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If i= be true that Mr. Dean guided the 


ol Arch - Bif hops hand 5 20 4 Leafe 


of that Fftate in the Year 1733, to himſelf 


in Truff and for tbe fole Uſe of Mr. Ro- 


berts' and Dr. Finney jointly, and did at 
the fame time execute a Counterpart of that 


Leaſe thereby accepting the ſaid Truſt; And. | 


12 Years after upon the Death of Mr. No 
berts Mr. Dean did produce another Deed, 
pretended to be prior to that of 1733, and 
declared himſelf a Truftee of this Leaſe then 


for Sr. Stephen Anderſons Family, in pre- 


ſudice to Dy. Pinney's Fr. Dean fn- 
perior Intereſt and upon his Oath barely 
that he had ſuch a Deed of Truſt in Favour 
of the Anderſons without Dr. Finneys being 
ſuffered to fee this Deed, to ailviſe upon it, 
and not giving him the opportuity to Do- 
fend his Right, the Profitts of the Eflate 
wrre inſtantly and ſuddenly ſequeſtred by 
the Court of Chancery by Virtue of the 
Power of that Court over all 'Truſts, and 
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1 

a Receiver was apointed of the Rents, Nas 
med by Mr, Dean viz. the Apothecary who 
fo well ſerved Mr. Roberts with the two 
Vomitts, and that this ' Apothecary diredly 
did turn Dr. Finney out of the Poſſeſton 
of his houſe and threw his Furniture and 
Goods into the flreet; if by ſequeſtring the 
Profits of his FEflate, by the immenſe ER. 
hence He was put to in defence of hi, Bro- 
ther in Law Mr. Roberts, by the Muff ex- 
orbitant Fines and Coſts laid on him, Dr. 
Plnuney was * diſable and had not Ability, to 
defend his Right and if Mr. Dean and the 
Anderſons took Advantage -of his. Abſence 
and inability and thereby got Decrees of 
Chancery in favour of themſelves for | his 
Ellates made abſolute againſt him. 


If Dr. Finney was drawn in to ſubmit 
his Rights 70: be determined by a Verdi&, 
and that Verdict was ſo illegally obtained. 
agginſt 
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againſt him as ſet forth in the Caſe and 
Factum his Injuries are very great and hee 
deſerves Compaſſion. 


Dr. Finney was drawn in to ſubje# 
his Title to the Barbads*s Eſtate to be de. 
termined by this Verdi , truſting to the 
Laws of his Country, and upon a Verdid 
fo fraudulent and illegal He was forced to 
transfer this Eftate to the Uſe of Sir Stepb 
Anderſon whoſe Title to ut was grounded 
only on a Tavern- Jet. 


If I ſay, all theſe Facts, together with 
the Perjuries, Subornations of Perjury , Bri- 
beries, Crueljies, &c. ſet forth in the ſeve- 
rat Papers publiſhed, ore True, and theſe 
very Bad Examples are to be excuſed, and 
paſſed over ro {ave Forms of Law , which 
bring much Gain. When the Law itſelf 
may be abuſed or altered to ſerve private 
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an purpoſes: it is bigh time for Honeſt Men 


{he | wn fell, &c. and provide feaſonably for their 
ecurity. | We gs 
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